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ABSTRACT Deterioration of common property resources increases the incidence of poverty level because poor
people depend on forest resources. Earnings of rural people are mostly the combination of income from private
property and common property resources. Reduction in common property resources reduces earnings of rural
people leading them to migrate to nearby urban areas in search of livelihood. Thus, there is a link between common
property resource degradation, poverty and migration. On the basis of these arguments, an attempt has been made
to study the linkage between common property resource degradation and migration in the state of Assam. With the
help of thirty variables at two points of time, 1991 and 2001, thirteen indicators have been constructed to
represent demographic, natural resource and livestock related indicators. Factor analysis has been used to find the
linkages between common property resource degradation and migration. The study finds that decreasing common
property resources distress out rural people to urban areas in search of livelihood.
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